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In 1823, William Webb Ellis 
first picked up the ball in his arms 
and ran with it. And for the next 
156 years, forwards have been 
trying to work out why. 
PRESIDENT OF THE WELSH RUGBY 
UNION SIR TASKER WATKINS.
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In September 2010, a large earthquake registering 7.1 on the Richter Scale 
caused havoc to Christchurch, the second largest city in New Zealand and the 
largest in the South Island, levelling buildings and causing superficial damage 
to fixtures and fittings at Stadium Christchurch, where England was due to open 
their RWC campaign against Argentina. The city had been beavering away to 
repair the damage, and was in good shape before a second earthquake (6.3 
magnitude) struck on 22 February 2011 with tragic consequences – at the time of 
publication, an estimated 182 people had died and many people are still in need 
of assistance. Contingency plans had been drawn up after the first earthquake, 
but after a meeting with IRB o!cials on 16 March 2011, it was decided that 
Christchurch was finished as a venue and that the seven matches (including two 
quarter-finals) would be shifted to Auckland and other venues. Pending further 
decisions, it is still hoped the All Blacks will play one game in the South Island.

Quake-devastated Christchurch misses out on RWC


